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EDITORIAL 

 
 

Possible effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on our 
housing markets 
 
The most serious effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on national housing markets is, without any 
doubt, the growing awareness of the need for adequate living and working conditions in our 
homes. This will have an impact on several related issues. First, it means that healthy family life 
and good conditions for working from home require houses to be more spacious, and preferably 
be surrounded by green and sustainable environments. A second effect is people’s willingness 
to spend a larger part of their income on housing. Thirdly, the way we use our homes and even 
the way we live in our everyday environment might change. I need to stress that these are not 
only positive effects. Domestic violence, especially during lockdowns, will probably increase due 
to the pandemic too. Health issues and conflicts in public space can also be expected to 
increase. 
 
Even before the COVID-19 outbreak, there were signs in some industrialised countries that 
more households than usual were thinking of leaving the cities. Take the Netherlands, for 
example. After the recovery of the housing market in the Netherlands in 2014, the internal 
migration figure in Amsterdam was negative. The growth of the city was caused entirely by 
foreign migration. Since the pandemic, the city has experienced a drop in population, more 
specifically families with young children. Research outcomes suggest that this out-migration can 
be explained by a lack of affordable housing in the cities and/or the attractiveness of suburban 
environments. Figures also show that during the pandemic in the Netherlands an extra 15% to 
20% of home seekers are especially interested in housing that includes outdoor spaces and 
gardens located in a suburban environment.  
 
More and more people are working from home and experience the convenience of a separate 
workspace and outdoor space for relaxation. Many large companies have already indicated that 
after the pandemic working from home will be the standard. This opens up possibilities for urban 
households to move to a more desired environment, further away from their office location.  
Another effect of the COVID-19 pandemic, especially in the short term, are growing 
unemployment rates, resulting in income drops for many households. This means that the 
demand for affordable and social housing will grow. In many countries, waiting lists for social 
housing have already grown in the past few years, and will continue to do so in the near future.  
Moreover, because of the COVID-19 crisis, in the private housing market, investments in 
multiple properties (i.e. additional houses for the purpose of residential lettings, tourist 
accommodation, or holiday homes) are decreasing. COVID-19 might put an end to the growth of 
private and institutional investments alike; on the supply side it appears that mortgage lending 
by banks for (further) property investments has come under more scrutiny, while increasing 
unemployment rates and income drops on the demand side increase the risk of rent arrears and 
rising vacancy rates.  
 
What effects can be proven? 
In most countries, the COVID-19 pandemic has not greatly affected the housing markets. This is 
remarkable when compared to how housing markets reacted during the 2008 General Financial 
Crisis (GFC): a big recession versus almost no effects until now. This can be explained by the 
following facts: the housing markets (and more particularly the mortgage market in the US) were 
responsible for the GFC, whereas the COVID-19 pandemic has until now, thanks to massive 
government support for the economy, infected the life and work of most European households 
to a lesser degree. In the Netherlands for instance, the foreclosure rate of companies in the last 
eight months was lower than in 2019. Unemployment rates are only rising moderately and some 



 European Network for Housing Research 
 

 

 

ENHR Newsletter no. 4 – December 2020 /  4 

 

industries, like convenience stores, care, hardware stores and delivery stores are even 
booming.  
 
Although some banks and scholars predicted house price declines during the coronavirus 
outbreak, in most European countries demand did not drop dramatically but instead increased. 
In the Netherlands it is still increasing by between 6-8% and even 11% in Q3 of 2020.  
Many of the larger households of which one or both partners now work from home to a greater 
of lesser degree are confronted with a lack of space, especially when schools are closed. In 
some cases, this leads to stress and even psychological problems. Especially poor families with 
less desirable housing conditions are suffering from a lack of space. This can even have effects 
on the school performance of their children. Home education during the lockdowns has put 
children from low-income families in less favourable housing conditions at a disadvantage. 
Educational professionals expect that these educational arrears will be difficult to make up and 
could have a lasting effect on these underprivileged children.  
 
Lessons for the future  
The COVID-19 crisis clearly shows us that decent housing is an absolute prerequisite for the 
well-being of households. It also shows that housing is related to an array of external effects. 
People’s health, school performance, work performance, general welfare and mental well-being 
are all closely connected to adequate housing. Against this background, government politics 
should not keep low and middle-income households dependent on a market that fails to deliver, 
as is now the case in many urban areas in Europe. National governments should act adequately 
when the market does not deliver as it should. Governments could instead cooperate with 
intermediate and socially inclined housing providers to achieve this goal.  
Against this background, housing issues will probably assume an increasingly dominant place 
on the political agenda in the near future. Housing has already become one of the most 
important social issues of our time. From this perspective, COVID-19 can become a game 
changer for our European and national housing systems, embedding them in a welfare system 
that is less dominated by neo-liberal principles, but instead based on growing government 
responsibility and influence, and a more empowered social/collective rental sector. 
 
Peter Boelhouwer 
Chair ENHR 
  



 European Network for Housing Research 
 

 

 

5 / ENHR Newsletter no. 4 – December 2020 

 

Highlights Coordination Committee Meeting  
 

Zoom meetings 21 October and 2 December 2020  
 

 
 
Zoom seminars 
The CC plans to organise several virtual seminars on the impact of COVID-19. Whether or not 
the meetings will be based on papers will be the decision of the Working Groups which are 
invited to participate.  

 A series of seminars about the impact of COVID-19 on the housing market (short pitches or 
a presentation of a more elaborate paper); length of the session one to two hours, 
dependent on the amount of presentations. 

 A series of online meetings on the housing-related impacts of the pandemic Structure: 
plenary - online WG meetings during the following two weeks in different time slots - closing 
plenary. This ‘conference approach’ should activate WGs to participate now they are 
offered a framework to reach out to members and non-members. 

 
Financial overview 
To consult an accountant and have him produce the financial report for the year-end 2020 
(balance, statement of savings and expenses, fees received in advance).  
 
Fees 2021-2023 
Fees over 2021 (and 2022 and 2023) will increase with 2.6% based on the Dutch inflation 
figure (Consumer Price Index) over 2019. Those who pay for one or two years in advance 
evade increases over those years which is offered as discount by the CC. 
 
Evaluate country classification for fees 
The country classification will remain intact. No requests for revision has been received by 
(potential) ENHR members or by CC members. Iceland and New Zealand, two missing 
countries, will be added as Group One countries. 
 
Working Groups 
Evaluation WG Housing and Refugees (in preparation since November 2017) 

 The WG are granted the ‘In preparation’ status for one extra year and will be up for 
evaluation when all 2021 annual reports will be evaluated  

 Isabel Palomares-Linares is accepted as new WG Coordinator at WG Housing, Migration 
and Family Dynamics The Secretariat will inform the coordinators involved 

 
Working Group guidelines 
A seven-paged Working Group Manual has been prepared. The result will be sent to the WG 
Coordinators for response.  
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Bylaws – (Associate) Institutional Members voting rights article 16.3 
The Dutch and English version of Article 16.3 of the Bylaws need to become identical articles. 
This raised discussion about the contents of this article. Two opposing lines of preference 
within the CC are: ‘one member, one vote’ (including institute employees) versus ‘Institute 
Members are granted voting rights related to the amount of their subscription fee’.  
The options within Dutch law discussed with the notary once more. The result will be discussed 
during an extra CC meeting on 14 January. 
 
ENHR annual conference 2021 in Nicosia 
The dates are Monday 30 August – 2 September, the venue will be the campus of the 
University of Cyrus in Nicosia. The 2020 theme remains, but the effects of the pandemic on the 
housing issues will be taken on board. The conference will be announced and registration will 
start in early 2021.  
 
Working group dealing with climate impact issues of ENHR activities  
A working group will discuss climate impact issues of ENHR activities, like the annual 
conferences. (How to deal with travel restrictions imposed by some universities? Are there 
other options for conference visitors besides flying?)  
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ONLINE ENHR SEMINARS 
 

 
HOUSING RELATED IMPACTS OF THE PANDEMIC 

12-28 February 2021 
 

Series of online seminars for ENHR members to explore the 
housing-related impacts of the pandemic 

 
12 February Opening plenary meeting (two 1-hour long webinars) 

Roundtable 1: discussion on the topic between ENHR housing experts from different fields (economic, 
environment, social) 

Roundtable 2: discussion on the topic between housing experts from ENHR and other networks 
 

13-27 February Online ENHR Working Groups sessions 
Series of meetings around the housing related impacts of the pandemic 

 
28 February Closing plenary meeting (2-hour long webinar) 

Reporting back from the different ENHR Working Groups about the results 
achieved in their online meetings. Moderated debate about the results 

 
 
The Coordination Committee considers it important to organize such an event in this special period we 
are living in now. It would also bring ENHR members together and give us all the feeling we belong to a 
network, despite the fact that the 2020 conference in Nicosia was cancelled.  
 
ENHR members are free to attend more than one online session. 
 
After the seminar a special issue of the ENHR Newsletter will be published about the seminar (based on 
reports from the moderators and WG reports). 
 
 
Requests to the WG Coordinators: 

 Please respond before the end of the year to the Secretariat (enhr@tudelft.nl) whether your WG will 
participate in this series of meetings. 

 The organization of the WG meetings is the task of the WG coordinators. This includes contacting 
the WG members, deciding about timing (in coordination with the ENHR Secretariat, to avoid overlap 
in timing between meetings of different WGs) and content of the online WG meeting, organizing the 
technical background of your meeting, decide about the format (whether to require formal paper 
submissions, time for presentations, etc.). After the meeting prepare a short presentation for the 
closing seminar and a more detailed report for the special issue of the ENHR Newsletter about the 
seminar. 

 
The ENHR Coordination Committee  
  

mailto:enhr@tudelft.nl
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ENHR CONFERENCES 
 

Nicosia 2021: Unsettled settlements: Housing in 
unstable contexts  

Theme 
Having as a starting point the complexity of the factors that have shaped Nicosia though time, 
the conference seeks to understand conditions of the unsettled and the respective challenges 
posed to housing. Contemporary everyday life is characterized by diverse manifestations of 
instability, including urban conflicts and contestations, revolutions in political life, terrorism, 
migration, displacements and mobility, which continuously challenge and redefine cities’ 
infrastructures. The experience of urban life in such contexts – transient, fragmented, 
changeable and unpredictable – contrasts to concepts of dwelling based on stability, 
permanence, locality and a sense of belonging, and has often been associated with an 
experience of displacement effect. 
 
Displacement, a process of un-homing with an impact on the connection between people and 
place, has been at the core of a number of critical studies that address problems associated 
with gentrification, armed conflicts, and so on, which result in the socio-spatial restructuring of 
the existing inhabitants. The removal of individuals or communities from their houses, localities, 
memories and belongings, experienced in many parts of our contemporary world -whether this 
is voluntary or involuntary – often creates new urban instabilities, uncertainties and conflicts. 
Such unsettling practices simultaneously challenge the production of housing environments and 
dwellings which many times takes place against a backdrop painted by uncertainty and change. 
The proposed conference topic aims to explore and understand uncertainties and instabilities 
which shape contemporary urban living, to unveil critical concerns on the impact of such 
unsettling practices on the production of housing environments and to foster an inquiry into 
potential responses in the form of policies, governance, social innovation, community initiatives 
and planners’ investments. 

 

   
Traditional and modern Nicosia go side by side. 

 
The umbrella topic aims to explore and understand uncertainties and instabilities which shape 
contemporary urban living, to unveil critical concerns on the impact of such unsettling practices 
on the production of housing environments and to foster an inquiry into potential responses in 
the form of policies, governance, social innovation, community initiatives and planners’ 
investments. 
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Barcelona 2022: The Right to Housing Struggle: Cities 
under the Globalization Pressures on Affordability 
Justification  

The situation of the housing market in cities like Barcelona expresses with crystal clarity the 
contradiction of the current globalization process. Different internal and external forces that 
combine to create a perfect storm are pressing the cities, revealing the limited capacity of the 
local governments to tackle the housing crisis. The Right to Housing is at stake.   
 
One of the key drivers of this process is the financialization of the housing market. Producing 
the embeddedness of housing in volatile financial market cycles. The central question is: how to 
cut this house price-finance feedback? Going from the causes to the solutions, one hot topic in 
the current debate is rent control policy. The discussion is all about its effectiveness to control 
the rental bubble. Another key policy discussion is an intensifying shortage of affordable homes 
for lower income earners that is affecting all the global cities. How can governments and 
industry players most effectively nurture affordable housing supply?    
 
Moving on, another new phenomenon to discuss is how touristification and gentrification are 
challenging the urban landscape of our cities. Finally, in response to the climate crisis, a new 
and innovative design for sustainable and energy-efficient housing will be discussed.    

 

 

Lodz 2023: Urban regeneration – its shines and 
shadows 

Lodz is a classic example of a city that was founded and developed thanks to the 
industrialization process of the nineteenth century, in particular textiles. Very favorable living 
conditions and the opportunity to work caused a significant influx of settlers. In 1840 the number 
of residents increased to 10,000. In 1900 the number of inhabitants of Lodz increased to 
300,000, and in 1914 it approached 500,000 and set a world record for demographic growth. On 
the eve of the outbreak of World War II, the city's population reached 672,000. During the war, 
the city was not destroyed. After liberation, it served as the capital of the state for some time. 
The reconstruction of the textile industry contributed to the further development of Lodz, both 
economically and demographically. In 1989, the city had 851,700 residents.  
The political transformation had a robust and negative impact on the social and economic 
conditions in the city. First of all, the closure of industrial plants caused a very high level of 
unemployment and an outflow of population. 
Housing problems in Poland are very serious due to historical conditions, but also to the lack of 
a consistent and thought-out housing policy. Essentially, housing problems are pushed into the 
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background, it is believed that in the market economy people should meet their housing needs 
without help of public bodies, and only a small group of the most vulnerable households should 
be given direct help. 
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ENHR WORKING GROUPS  

 
 
Basic information concerning the aims, activities and membership of the various Working 
Groups is available on the ENHR website at www.enhr.net. In this section the Working 
Groups report on recent activities such as seminars (to be) held, books to be published, 
etc. The names and addresses of the coordinators are given at the end of the Newsletter 
in the Who is Who? section. Members of ENHR are encouraged to contact these persons 
in order to join a particular Working Group or to obtain further information about its 
activities. 
 

News from Working Groups 

WG Housing, Migration and Family Dynamics 

 
Rory Coulter, Tomáš Samec, Michael Thomas and Isabel Palomares Linares (coordinators) 
 
Virtual workshop on January 28th and 29th 2021 to share ideas, findings and 
discuss insights 
The Housing, Migration and Family Dynamics Working Group are hosting a virtual 
workshop on the afternoons of January 28th and 29th 2021 to share ideas, findings and 
discuss insights pertaining to housing, migration and family dynamics.  
We had an excellent response to our call for papers and will have around 20 speakers 
from across Europe presenting on and discussing a range of topics of interest to WG 
members. These include residential mobility, housing experiences across the life course, 
migrants' housing careers and neighbourhood transitions. 
The virtual event is free of charge and if you would like to attend please email Isabel 
Palomares-Linares (m.i.palomares@rug.nl) to be added to the delegate list. Further 
details about the virtual platform and session plans will be circulated in due course. 
 

WG Private Rented Markets 

 
Aideen Hayden and Paddy Gray (coordinators) 
 
ENHR Private Rented Markets workshop on the impact of COVID-19 on the private 
rental sector in Europe  
Expressions of interest for a potential ENHR Private Rented Markets workshop on the 
impact of COVID-19 on the private rental sector in Europe. This will be a one to two-day 
online conference in April-June 2021. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a devastating impact on economies across Europe. It 
has put a spotlight on those enduring housing affordability and quality gaps, particularly 
among low income and vulnerable households. People living in poor quality housing or 
unsafe living conditions face elevated health and safety risks, while workers experiencing 
sudden economic loss struggle to cover their monthly rent, mortgage or utility payments 
without assistance (OECD 2020). The impact of the pandemic however has been 
different across sectors and industries with workers in hospitality, accommodation, 
tourism, and food services particularly hardest hit. Households working in these areas are 
often living in the private rental sector. While many countries have introduced emergency 
measures to help alleviate immediate challenges for renting households, the impacts for 
longer term affordability and employment prospects is of considerable concern and 
require focus from an academic and policy perspective.  

  

http://www.enhr.net/
mailto:m.i.palomares@rug.nl
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Potential topics of interest 

 What has been the impact of the pandemic on private renters’ economic prospects 
and the impact on their rental affordability? What are the longer-term impacts for the 
rental sector in terms of security and affordability?  

 What policy responses have governments introduced as part of their responses to 
COVID in the rental market (rent freezes, eviction bans etc) and what has been their 
impact? 

 What is the impact on investment in rental accommodation? 

 How can rental households in precarious employment be best supported during and 
after the pandemic? 

 What are the longer-term implications of COVID-19 for the future of the rental 
market?  

 Sentiment towards the sector post COVID-19, improved regulation, move from 
shared accommodation including PBSA, move from AirBnB to traditional rental etc. 

 
At this point we would appreciate if colleagues could respond with their views on the 
topics put forward here and provide initial thoughts on experiences in their own 
jurisdictions. We would also be obliged if colleagues could suggest additional topics for 
workshop. 
 
Organisers  
ENHR Working Group Private Rental Markets coordinators, Aideen Hayden (Threshold) 
and Paddy Gray (University of Ulster) and conference partner Economic and Social 
Research Institute of Ireland (ESRI). 
For more information or to provide feedback or expressions of interest, please contact: 
conor.otoole@esri.ie.  
 
OECD (2020), OECD Employment Outlook 2020: Worker Security and the COVID-19 Crisis, OECD Publishing, 
Paris, https://dx.doi.org/10.1787/1686c758-en  
OECD (2020), Supporting people and companies to deal with the COVID-19 virus: Options for an immediate 
employment and social-policy response, OECD, Paris, http://oe.cd/COVID19briefsocial  

  

https://dx.doi.org/10.1787/1686c758-en
http://oe.cd/covid19briefsocial
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THE SERENDIPITY OF BEING AT ONE GIVEN 
PLACE DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

 

A long term field research on homelessness in cooperation with a non-profit association 
working in the field, must lead to a Research & Development Department for this 
organization that will smoothly translate research finding into practical information for 
field workers. The pandemic put researcher and volunteer Stéphanie Cassilde in a unique 
position. 
 
Being both developing economist and sociologist, I started a research volunteering in the non-
profit association Comme Chez Nous, Charleroi (Belgium), in 2015. For me, it was the 
opportunity to install a long term field research, accordingly to the time needed for the 
trajectories from homelessness to a more or less sustainable housing access. For Comme Chez 
Nous, it was the opportunity to implement key steps towards the challenge of growing 
monitoring obligations, and work towards an acknowledgement of 25 years of expertise in this 
field.  
 
Research internalization 
Together we started a phase of research internalization, i.e. being directly employed by the 
association by the end of 2019.1 The objective is to create a Research & Development 
Department within Comme Chez Nous, so that social work can be closely research-driven like 
many other sectors are. The rationale is first that it usually takes time before the findings reach 
the field. Second, when producing actions, social workers are participating to knowledge 
creation and circulation, but it is seldomly documented. Their reaction to findings may be “we 
have known that for ten years”. Quickly, a seminar was created so that action and research 
would meet, and another starting point to our research questions would be created. 
Furthermore, several research projects were submitted, including to the ERC Synergy program. 
In March 2020, when the first lockdown in Belgium came into effect, I was supposed to 
implement the data merging phase of this project: making links between all the available data 
sets in order to achieve a fantastic longitudinal microdata set covering 20 years of social work 
towards homeless people. The objective of its analysis is to measure the net impact of social 
work and given phases on homeless people trajectories to end their homelessness. De facto, I 
jumped into action towards key adaptation steps. 
 

   
The daycare center was located in a sport hall in order to have enough space. External showers were added as  

the place was not adequately equipped. 

 
Knowledge production and knowledge circulation 
A text written by the beginning of April2 underlines the invisibility of the social work related to 
homeless people, while my colleagues and I were at the frontline to give access both to basic 
needs and still to social work. Writing this text for an international audience was made me aware 
of my very specific position: being de facto a researcher doing mixed-method fieldwork during 
the pandemic. Beyond the great material I was (and still am) gathering on a systematic basis 
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since mid-March, this position sharpened my thoughts towards some articulations between 
knowledge production and its circulation. I wish to underline three elements. 
 

The lockdown was a big shock both for the 
homeless people and the day-care 

 
First, acting as if the R&D Department already existed lead to analysis, which was a huge 
support towards several questions, which needed concrete answers: food emergency needs 
projections; figures about homeless people who stop visiting the day-care center; figures about 
new homeless people; analysis of adaptations made so that other centers could use some 
features; nourishing a crisis plan for the forthcoming period; etc. And these elements were 
shared with the overall sector, but also with federations and ministries. Making quick analyses 
relied on past research expertise3. 
 
Second, it was important to share the above mentioned elements, and also more detailed 
analysis in French, i.e. the stakeholders language in this context. While I am aware of the 
saying “publish (in English) or perish”, publishing in French had the most impact in this context. 
 
Third, all the way, I was (and still I am) crossing back and forth a big gap between (1) short-term 
analysis to cope with emergency questions following that actions would be better undertaken 
being evidence-based, and (2) the identification of structural research questions, which may be 
central for future evidence-based actions.   
 

 
Newly created shelder camps and the cover 

of ‘Construire avec les naufragés’ (see note 3). 

 
An example for the (1) is the return of good intentions that pave hell: charity. It is fantastic to see 
so many people being involved in actions towards homeless and very precarious people: a lot of 
food donations, but also clothes, etc. However, the majority of these actions are not connected 
to any social work. That is to say: homeless people are receiving what can help them to survive, 
but not to change their situation. The related emergency questions are: how not to make such 
initiatives persistent? How to insert social work in such initiatives? How to join these initiatives to 
the existing social work? This is a hot topic because not being connected to social work seems 
easier; beyond the invisibility of social work. At the same time, several volunteers are joining 
existing social work structures.  
The example for the (2) is the impression of the gift of a second solid long fieldwork fifteen years 
after my doctoral field research.  
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The challenge of being swayed between (1) and (2) gave me the strength to achieve the book 
started by mid-2019 about social work methodologies and vision in application to Comme Chez 
Nous4. Indeed, first, I identified the necessity to make the 25 years of specific social work 
toward homeless people known: the “accueilpagnement” (a suitcase word, which combine 
“accueil” (welcome) and “accompagnement” (one possible translation is “care”); it would be 
“welcare” maybe in English). The circulation of the book (written in French) would notably be a 
support to systematically anchor emergency actions to social work. Second, the way to create 
the book enacts the articulation between research and action. Third, COVID-19 changed some 
parameters, notably the risk that physical distance becomes social distance. Thus, the way to 
“welcare” is already mutating; and this change needs the anchorage of “welcare” being well 
defined.  
 
I could never have imagined being in the position I was during a pandemic, and I probably 
wouldn’t have been looking for such a position. But being at the frontline was and is still the 
ethical condition for me. The crisis plan written by the end of the first lockdown is taken into 
effect. Among the negative expectations, there is an increase of poverty and of deteriorating 
housing conditions, including homelessness. Even shelter camps are being set up. Back to my 
first objective, it becomes even more crucial to implement the impact analysis that may identify 
what makes the difference in homeless people trajectories. 
 
Dr. Stéphanie Cassilde 
Researcher, ASBL Comme Chez Nous, Charleroi, Belgium 
Research Scholar, Ronin Institute for Independent Scholarship 
 
1  The reality is: (1) the affiliation to the Ronin Institute is an unpaid position; (2) my single employer is Comme Chez 
Nous; (3) very short terms contracts are signed depending on the funding (1 month up to 3 months). Following the 
COVID-19 pandemic start, I undertook an operational role in addition to my research, becoming temporarily a de facto 
adjunct coordinator. My wish is to make my research conditions explicit. 
2  Stéphanie Cassilde (2020), "El trabajo social con personas sin hogar en Bélgica durante la pandemia", in Breno 
Bringel and Geoffrey Pleyers [Editores], Alerta global. Políticas, movimientos sociales y futuros en disputa en tiempos 
de pandemia, CLACSO/ALAS: Buenos Aires. 
3  Sophie Crapez, Stéphanie Cassilde and Suzanne Huygens (eds.) (2020). Construire avec les naufragés. Un 
accueilpagnement psycho-médico-social des personnes sans-abri, éditions de l'Université Ouverte de la Fédération 
Wallonie-Bruxelles : Charleroi, 273 pages. 
4  Stéphanie Cassilde (2020), “Faire face au défi du COVID-19 dans l’accueil de jour des personnes en situation de 
sans-abrisme. Jalons d’une adaptation rapide et résiliente en période de crise sanitaire, Les Echos du Logement, 
n°127, pp. 4-9. 
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NEWS FROM MEMBERS 

 

 

Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute 
(AHURI), Melbourne, Australia 

www.ahuri.edu.au/ 

 
New research, policy analysis and events  
 
Recently published research 
 
2020 has been an exceptionally busy year for AHURI with a special COVID-19 Research 
Agenda complementing the ongoing National Housing Research Program. Here is a summary 
of some of the reports published in the last quarter. To view all new AHURI research, visit: 
www.ahuri.edu.au/research/research-library  
 
Marginal housing during COVID-19  
This research examines the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on marginal and informal 
housing and short-term rental accommodation to establish any health and housing risks, and 
investigates any changes to the demand and supply of informal housing during COVID-19. 
www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/348   
 
Ending homelessness in Australia: A redesigned homelessness services system 
The existing Australian homelessness service system has known strengths but its effectiveness 
is constrained for different population groups who experience a range of other social, economic, 
health and justice issues. This research develops strategies to redesign the homelessness 
service system in Australia that could virtually end homelessness. 
www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/347   
 
Supporting Australia’s housing system: modelling pandemic policy responses 
This research considered the economic literature relating to pandemics and modelled a range of 
related economic outcomes on employment and unemployment by sector and on the housing 
outcomes of home owners, private renters, and small investor landlords in Australia from late 
2020 and through 2021. 
www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/346   
 
The lived experience of COVID-19: housing and household resilience  
This study investigated housing outcomes during the first three months of the COVID-19 
pandemic, and evaluated the complex interrelated impacts it is having on Australian households 
with a range of vulnerabilities. COVID-19 has exacerbated vulnerabilities such as poor housing 
quality and location; housing affordability; energy poverty and a range of social, mental and 
physical health conditions. 
www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/345   
 
Post-pandemic landlord-renter relationships in Australia  
This research investigated the mental and economic wellbeing of landlords and tenants affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. For landlords and tenants that have lost employment, had reduced 
income or are seeking employment the pandemic leaves a challenging financial situation for 
meeting rent or mortgage payments. 
www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/344    
 
Policy coordination and housing outcomes after COVID-19  
This study gathered data on the scale and scope of policy interventions in the housing system 
during the COVID-19 pandemic in Australia—a critical first step for on-going assessment of the 

http://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/348
http://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/347
http://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/346
http://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/345
http://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/344
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outcomes and impacts of the broad suite of initiatives deployed by governments in response to 
the pandemic. It will help build a preliminary evidence base to assess the whole-of-government 
response and to prepare policy makers for future crises with similar system-wide implications. 
www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/343   
 
Special Publication  
Rental Insights: A COVID-19 Collection 
Australian renters have been disproportionately affected by COVID-19 facing income loss, the 
inability to pay rent, tenure insecurity and eviction risk and a new AHURI publication provides a 
stark analysis of the impacts of these unprecedented challenges.  
Twenty leading thinkers from housing, economics, policy, urban planning, and epidemiology 
have explored the results from a survey of 15,000 renting households for the publication Rental 
Insights: A COVID-19 Collection. 
www.ahuri.edu.au/research/research-papers/rental-insights-a-COVID-19-collection    
 
About AHURI  
As the only organisation in Australia dedicated exclusively to housing, homelessness, cities and 
related urban research, AHURI is a unique venture. Through our national network of university 
research partners, we undertake research leading to the advancement of knowledge on key 
policy and practice issues. 
Our mission is to inform and impact better housing, homelessness, cities and related urban 
outcomes through the delivery and dissemination of relevant and authoritative research. 
 
 

 

Bundesinstitüt fur Bau- Stadt-  
und Raumforschung 

https://www.bbsr.bund.de 

 
Housing Policies in the EU conference 
On November 6th, the Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and Community (BMI) hosted the 
European Housing Policy Conference. It was the main event in the field of housing during the 
German EU Council Presidency. For the first time, the key findings of the research project 
‘Housing policies in the EU’ were presented by the research team. The project was conducted 
by the BMI in cooperation with the Federal Institute for Research on Building, Urban Affairs and 
Spatial Development (BBSR).  
 

 
 
In addition to that, the conference included a discussion of current key issues in housing across 
the European Union, including the COVID-19 pandemic, housing affordability and energy 
efficiency. Representatives of the European Parliament, the European Commission, from 
different EU countries as well as a member of the advisory board for the conducted research 
project discussed the topics in a live connection. Up to 300 participants joined the conference 
and contributed by submitting questions to the experts via chat. The conference aimed to 
expand the shared knowledge and initiate an exchange on housing policy in Europe.  
 

http://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/343
http://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/research-papers/rental-insights-a-covid-19-collection
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The conference can be rewatched on YouTube (https://youtu.be/n7-HzdZm1ks), the 
presentations and additional material are available on the homepage of the BMI:  
 
The research project’s comprehensive results in a preliminary conference version, including a 
view on the different housing systems and governance structures as well as a collection of 
implemented policy instruments, can be found on the homepage of the BBSR:  
 
 

 

 

Delft University of Technology 
Delft, The Netherlands 

www.tudelft.nl/bk/over-faculteit/afdelingen/management-in-the-built-
environment/ 

 
Call for papers special issue of Energies 
Dr. Erwin Mlecnik (TU Delft and ENHR member) will be a co-guest Editor in a special issue of 
Energies ‘Business Models for Energy Renovation of Residential Buildings.’  
The aim of this special issue is to gather knowledge of and experience with respect to business 
models for energy renovations, including analysis of household behavior, supply-side issues, 
energy performance contract, district level renovation, role of public authorities, financing 
aspects, policy perspective, transition management, or any other aspect related to business 
models. 
The call for research articles, review articles as well as short communications is now open and 
the deadline is 10 May 2021. 
For details visit the journal website.  
 
MSc Specialisation Sustainable Human Habitats (SHH) program 2021/2022, 
The Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment of the Delft University of Technology, 
invites outstanding university graduates and senior undergraduate students with a design 
background from universities worldwide to join the new MSc Specialisation Sustainable Human 
Habitats (SHH) program 2021/2022, starting Sept 2021.  
 
Theme  
Sustainable Human Habitat refers to the harmonious relationship between human and their 
living environment towards a sustainable future. Through its unique lens of “Human as the 
core”, the students will learn the knowledge on how sustainable housing and neighbourhood 
can be created amongst all stakeholders to balance the well-being and quality of life in the 
international context.  
The master specialization is part of the Architecture, Urbanism and Building Sciences master 
track (www.tudelft.nl/onderwijs/opleidingen/masters/aubs/msc-architecture-urbanism-and-
building-sciences/), at the faculty (QS global ranking 2nd by discipline). 
Prospective applicants must have a basis in design thinking as well as a keen interest in 
management and governance. We expect our future graduates to make the behavioural and 
institutional change in the construction industry and housing system in their home country, to 
transform our human habitats and the world we live in, into a truly sustainable one. 
www.tudelft.nl/bk/over-faculteit/afdelingen/management-in-the-built-environment/onderwijs/msc-
track-mbe-specialisation-sustainable-human-habitats/  
 
Application and deadline 
The application period closes on 1 April, 2021 for EU applicants. The deadline for non-EU 
applicants is 15 January, 2021. All applications should be made online through the TU Delft 
website and require an application fee. It usually takes 6-8 weeks before an admission decision 
can be communicated. Therefore, it is highly recommended to apply as early as possible to 
secure your place.  
 
Enquiry 
For general inquiry regarding the master program, please contact the master coordinator, Dr. 
Fred Hobma (F.A.M.Hobma@tudelft.nl) 

https://www.die-wohnraumoffensive.de/aktivitaeten/veranstaltungen/konferenz-zur-eu-wohnungspolitik/
https://www.bbsr.bund.de/BBSR/DE/forschung/programme/exwost/Studien/2018/wohnungspolitiken-eu/01-start.html
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/energies/special_issues/Energy_Renovation_Residential_Buildings?fbclid=IwAR3Wgn6KonKepGfIrvo68Z0LxIlEH7Em1tvxSRH5HGGR9-dLwp0OLaTrego
http://www.tudelft.nl/onderwijs/opleidingen/masters/aubs/msc-architecture-urbanism-and-building-sciences/
http://www.tudelft.nl/onderwijs/opleidingen/masters/aubs/msc-architecture-urbanism-and-building-sciences/
http://www.tudelft.nl/bk/over-faculteit/afdelingen/management-in-the-built-environment/onderwijs/msc-track-mbe-specialisation-sustainable-human-habitats/
http://www.tudelft.nl/bk/over-faculteit/afdelingen/management-in-the-built-environment/onderwijs/msc-track-mbe-specialisation-sustainable-human-habitats/
https://intranet.tudelft.nl/live/pagina.jsp?id=efca4ac7-df2e-49b2-8b80-e24286061af4&lang=nl
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For admission and application, please refer to the website: 
www.tudelft.nl/en/education/admission-and-application/ 
For content-related questions regarding SHH specialization, please contact Dr. Queena Qian 
(k.qian@tudelft.nl)   
 
 

 

Department of housing, local government  
and heritage  

www.housing.gov.ie/ 

 
Research Collaboration in Ireland  
 
Renewed three year joint research programme between the Department of Housing, 
Local Government and Heritage, and the Economic and Social Research Institute 
A three year joint programme of research between the Department of Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage, and the Economic and Social Research Institute was renewed in 
September 2020. The research programme initially focused on housing economics, but has 
been expanded to encompass research focused on spatial and regional planning. 
Recent examples of research output under the programme include an examination of the impact 
of the initial three months of the COVID-19 public health emergency on the rental sector, 
particularly tenant affordability payment arrear. The paper found that one-in-three renters faced 
considerable affordability challenges prior to COVID-19. However, in the period mid-March to 
mid-June 2020, the unique and extraordinary circumstances mean affordability pressures were 
not likely to have worsened, despite a greater fall in incomes experienced by renters relative to 
homeowners. However, many renters face longer-term affordability pressures that are likely to 
worsen quickly, as necessary expenditure rebounded quicker than incomes. As renters are 
more likely to work in sectors badly hit by the pandemic (such as accommodation and 
hospitability), this may pose longer-term employment challenges if these sectors are slow to 
recover. In terms of rental arrears, survey data suggest one-in-ten households missed 
payments prior to the pandemic and, given the affordability trends, this is unlikely to have risen 
substantially in the short term. The research paper is available here:  
 
Paper on credit demand in the Irish mortgage market 
Another recent example, which may be of interest to ENHR members, is a research paper titled 
‘Credit demand in the Irish mortgage market: What is the gap and could public lending help?’ 
This paper endeavoured to estimate the level of latent mortgage credit demand in Ireland that 
could be serviced by the market given prudent credit risk assessment and the current regulatory 
environment. The principal findings of the research paper are that: 
• There is evidence of excess demand for credit and an undersupply of loans by the financial 

institutions, relative to latent demand; 
• In terms of credit access issues, insufficient savings for a down-payment, rather than income 

or affordability issues, is the most binding constraint on households; and, 
• Scenario analysis suggests between 2,000 and 9,000 additional loans could be provided per 

annum depending on the degree to which demand is realised.  
The research paper is available here.  
 
The research programme will continue in 2021 to focus on areas of particular policy interest; a 
focus of the research programme in 2021 will be the private rental sector, including an 
examination of rent price control measures operating in Ireland, and potential alternative 
mechanisms to ease affordability among low income renting households.    
 
 

https://www.esri.ie/publications/exploring-the-short-run-implications-of-the-COVID-19-pandemic-on-affordability-in-the
https://www.esri.ie/publications/credit-demand-in-the-irish-mortgage-market-what-is-the-gap-and-could-public-lending
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Griffith University  
www.griffith.edu.au/ 

 
Liveability Framework for Medium to High Density Social and Affordable Housing 
Current Australian Sustainable Built Environment National Research Centre research is 
developing a Liveability Framework for Medium to High Density Social and Affordable Housing. 
This framework will identify key liveability and accessibility elements and will be a tool to help: (i) 
drive adoption of liveability and accessibility outcomes; and (ii) build the value equation and 
community understanding to enable industry to deliver whole of life solutions. Ensuring 
liveability and accessibility in our urban housing precincts is critical to maximise investment and 
minimise future risks to our community. This research is investigating current leading practice, 
considering future innovative options and includes case studies and stakeholder interviews. It 
has been significantly informed by responses in 2020 to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
This research has been developed with funding and support provided by Australia’s Sustainable 
Built Environment National Research Centre (SBEnrc) and its partners. Core partners in this 
research include BGC Australia, Queensland Department of Housing and Public Works, WA 
Dept Mines Industry Relation and Safety, and Griffith and Curtin Universities. Our Project 
Steering Group Chair is Sue Ash AO. 
Research outputs to date are available here. 
For more information please contact the Dr Judy Kraatz, project leader 
(j.kraatz@griffith.edu.au).  
 
 

 

                    The Housing Agency 
www.housingagency.ie/ 

 
Recent Research 
Thinking ahead – the Financial Benefits of Investing in Supported Housing for Older 
People  
New research in the area of housing for older people was launched by The Housing Agency on 
the 29th October. ‘Thinking Ahead-the Financial Benefits of Investing in Supported Housing for 
Older People’ examines the cost and benefits to the State of an expansion of provision of 
Supported Housing for Older People. The report analyses a range of Supported Housing 
options with varying care requirements – Independent, Assisted and Specialised, comparing the 
costs of providing these Housing options to a number of alternative scenarios  
The findings demonstrate considerable financial benefits for the State from investment in 
Supported Housing. It was found that by supporting people to live in homes suited to their 
needs, an average annual government saving of €4,650 per person can be made, compared to 
that individual remaining in their current home or moving into long term residential care. The 
figures are based on the provision of Supported Housing by the State for 11,400 people over 
the next 10 years, a number derived from expected projections in Ireland’s population aged over 
80 during this time period.  
The report and recording of the event can be found on The Housing Agency website: Contact 
Roslyn.Molloy@housingagency.ie 
 
Exploring Own-Door Models of Emergency Accommodation for Homeless Families in 
Ireland: A Comparative Case Study of Four Models 
The Housing Agency recently supported Focus Ireland, to carry out a study which considers the 
strengths and weaknesses of four own-door models of emergency transitional accommodation 
for homeless families in Ireland. The report ‘Exploring Own-Door Models of Emergency 
Accommodation for Homeless Families in Ireland: A Comparative Case Study of Four Models’, 

https://sbenrc.com.au/research-programs/1-71/
mailto:j.kraatz@griffith.edu.au
https://www.housingagency.ie/news-events/significant-savings-could-be-made-investing-supported-housing-older-people-report
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was launched on 3rd December 2020. The goals of the research were to compare these models 
to the State’s primary emergency accommodation responses (B&Bs/hotels and family hubs), to 
promote informed debate on the issue and to develop ideas to improve homeless families’ 
experiences of emergency accommodation.  The report can be found here.  
 

 
 
About The Housing Agency 
The Housing Agency was set up to support local authorities, approved housing bodies (housing 
associations) and government in the delivery of housing and housing services in Ireland. The 
vision of The Housing Agency is to enable everyone to live in good quality, affordable homes in 
sustainable communities, and it is driven by the understanding of the central role that housing 
plays in people’s quality of life and life chances. One of the Agency’s core activities is research, 
particularly to inform policy and practice. The Agency undertakes in-house research and data 
analysis, commissions research, works in partnership with other housing bodies on research 
projects and provides housing research support to other state agencies.   
 
 

 

Housing Chair Universitat Rovira i Virgili 
Tarragona, Spain 
www.housing.urv.cat/en/ 

 
New research projects 
 
Housing + 
The UNESCO Housing Chair leads the Housing + project of the European Commission and 
participates jointly with the following partners: University of Silesia (Poland), National University 
of Galway (Ireland), International Union of Property Owners (Belgium), Gecon (Fundacion 
Iberoamericana del Conocimiento, Spain) and the Luxemburg Institute of Science and 
Technology. Under the title ‘Bridging the gap in housing studies’, the objective of this project 
financed by the Erasmus + program is to improve academic training in the real estate sector, 
e.g. for real estate conveyancers, property managers, or for those ones working with housing 
policies. You may find more information about the project here.  
 
Comprehensive analysis of housing policies in Southern Catalonia 
The UNESCO Housing Chair has been selected by the Regional Government of Tarragona to 
assess the housing policies of the municipalities of this region. This first project will serve as 
baseline to create a future Housing Observatory of Southern Catalonia, intended to help local 

https://www.focusireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Exploring-Own-Door-Models-of-EA-Report_FINAL.pdf
https://www.housingplus.eu/
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governments in designing and proposing innovative housing solutions based on scientific 
research. 
Design and marketing of the ‘Good management of social housing Certificate’ (CVS) 
(R2B, URV Foundation) 
UNESCO Housing Chair’s project “Design and marketing of the ‘Good management of social 
housing Certificate’ (CVS)” has received one of the seven grants from the URV Foundation’s 
Research to Business Programme, which aims to support the preliminary stage of introducing 
the knowledge and results obtained from the University’s market research. The project aims to 
design and develop a protocol that allows for the evaluation and subsequent certification of the 
good management of all housing providers, including public bodies or companies or private for-
profit or non-profit entities. 
 
New books  
 
La intermediación inmobiliaria ante los nuevos retos de la vivienda [The real estate 
brokerage profession in the face of new housing challenges], G. Caballé-Fabra, (Ed. Tirant 
lo Blanch, Valencia, 2020)  
The real estate brokerage profession in Spain has been liberalized or deregulated since 2000. 
The reason for this liberalization was to promote economic growth, but the externalities it could 
trigger were not taken into account; neither those related to the protection of consumers, nor in 
terms of granting the right to access adequate housing. This book states the need to clarify the 
contractual relationship between consumers and real estate agents, the convenience of 
requiring agents to have a proper training at a university degree level and their compulsory 
registration in a public institution. Thus, we extend real estate agent’s functions and 
responsibilities towards protecting consumers and those in need of housing. In the end, this 
book shows the need to restructure the real estate brokerage profession in the face of the new 
housing challenges that appeared after the 2007 financial crisis and the current technological 
context (proptech). 
 

    
 
La gran apuesta. Avaricia. El beneficio sin responsabilidad [The Big Short. Greed. The 
profit without liability], S. Nasarre-Aznar (Ed. Tirant lo Blanch, Valencia, 2020). 
“The Big Short” (2015) is a film that narrates the frenzied activity of three groups of financiers 
who bet that the mortgage market would collapse a few years before it ended up doing so in 
2007, thus making a fortune. This book analyzes how and why they did it, the causes and 
consequences of the collapse, their perpetrators and their liabilities. Greed becomes the engine 
of the plot and the bankruptcy of the ubi emolumentum ibi onus principle several times along the 
mortgage securitization chain, the ultimate cause of a recession that has continued to this day in 
the form of an economic, political, moral and territorial crisis, aggravated in 2020 by that of 
COVID-19. The work will place the reader in the position of deciding whether or not those who 
became rich as a result of the misery of hundreds of thousands of unemployed and evicted 
people are better than those who had profited for decades by forging a mortgage market as 
fragile as a house of cards.  
The booktrailer is available here. 

  

https://youtu.be/fCq5AqWmLd0


 European Network for Housing Research 
 

 

 

23 / ENHR Newsletter no. 4 – December 2020 

 

Forthcoming events 
 
12th International Workshop of the UNESCO Housing Chair: ‘Homeownership and 
possession: from expropriators to expropriated’ (14 January 2021 at 6:00 p.m. CET) 
The purpose of this virtual workshop is to discuss the limits on private homeownership set both 
by the State and by private parties through expropriation and illegal occupation. In particular, 
our three speakers Dr. Grzegorz Matusik (University of Silesia), Dr. Marc Roark  (Southern 
University Law Center)  and Dr. Alessandro Dinisi (University of Pisa) will assess the 
nationalisation of real estate in the post-war period in Poland, the American eviction law and 
homelessness phenomenon, and the protection of de facto possession of housing in Italy during 
the COVID-19 era. The seminar is open and free of charge through this link.  
  

https://tinyurl.com/y2v3o5k3%20More%20information:%20http:/housing.urv.cat/en/webinar-homeownership-and-possession/
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Other News 

Housing, Therory & Society special issue on the recently deceased Jim Kemeny 
The latest issue of Housing, Therory & Society is a special issue on the recently deceased Jim 
Kemeny. (www.tandfonline.com/toc/shou20/37/5?nav=tocList)  
 
LSE London latest projects  
Older Homeowners, housing disrepair and adaptations: LSE London is conducting research 
to review evidence on older homeowners’ physical property conditions and the health and 
societal impacts of disrepair. In particular, the review of literature and data sources will clarify 
the extent to which older households face poor housing conditions, the evidence available about 
the nature of these physical conditions and the impact that poor housing conditions have on the 
affected households. The quantitative data analysis of statistical datasets, will help identifying 
spatial variations and how these relate to dwelling age, type and tenure.    
 
Developer contributions in Scotland: LSE London has been selected to lead a team of 
academic and professional specialists to undertake a project which evaluates the value, 
incidence and impact of developer contributions in Scotland. The team includes Professor Tony 
Crook from Sheffield University, John Boyle from Rettie and Co., Stefano Smith from Planning, 
as well as Kathleen Scanlon and Christine Whitehead from LSE London. 
 
COVID and Homelessness: LSE London estimated the possible impact on the private rented 
sector of COVID-19 and rising unemployment; looking at the scale of the current problem, the 
immediate and longer-term consequences for evictions and homelessness, focusing on the 
case of London and also England overall. The report Where Now for the Private Rented Sector? 
examined possible approaches that the government might put in place after the end of the 
moratorium, providing some indication of relative costs and benefits. 
 
LSE London latest reports 
Mortgage Prisoners: In the report Releasing the Mortgage Prisoners, LSE London set out 
potential solutions to address the problem of mortgage prisoners, who are home owners who 
borrowed from lenders that are no longer active.  
 
Affordable Homeownership: In the latest report Thinking outside the box: Exploring 
innovations in affordable home ownership, Christine Whitehead, LSE London Deputy Director, 
together with Prof. Peter Williams (University of Cambridge) explored how government 
sponsored and market based ‘affordable’ products have worked to date and what can be done 
to improve the current situation.  
 
CaCHE report on the impact of social housing 
CaCHE, working with HACT (www.transformationinjousing.com), recently published a report: 
the impact of social housing: economic, social, health and wellbeing. This was funded by 
the Scottish Federation of Housing Associations, Public Health Scotland, Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation and RIHAF. The project examined evidence and four case studies. The key 
takeaways from the work are that:  
1. Housing offers a considerable variety of multiple positive impacts for residents and 
communities as well as the wider economy.   
2. We can link the potential impacts of future interventions by social housing providers to the 
Scottish government wider national public policy ambitions (the national performance 
framework). 3. This allows housing associations who measure the impact of different activities 
to strengthen their applications but also to help them assess the different value added of 
alternative policies that they might pursue as they develop their own business plans and 
strategies. 
 

  

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/shou20/37/5?nav=tocList
https://trustforlondon.fra1.digitaloceanspaces.com/media/documents/Where_now_for_the_private_rented_sector.pdf
https://blogsmedia.lse.ac.uk/blogs.dir/119/files/2020/11/Releasing-the-Mortgage-Prisoners.pdf
https://blogsmedia.lse.ac.uk/blogs.dir/119/files/2020/11/Thinking-outside-the-box-Exploring-innovations-in-affordable-home-ownership-Final-for-publication-11.11.20.pdf
https://blogsmedia.lse.ac.uk/blogs.dir/119/files/2020/11/Thinking-outside-the-box-Exploring-innovations-in-affordable-home-ownership-Final-for-publication-11.11.20.pdf
http://www.transformationinjousing.com/
https://housingevidence.ac.uk/publications/the-impact-of-social-housing-economic-social-health-and-wellbeing/
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NEW BOOKS / STUDIES 

 
 

 
INSECURE TENURE: THE PRECARISATION OF RENTAL 
HOUSING IN THE NETHERLANDS (dissertation) 
By Carla Huisman 
 
This thesis answers the question whether rental housing in the 
Netherlands, over the last twenty years, has become less secure. 
The conclusion is that Dutch renting is becoming precarious to a 
significant extent. The successive introductions of new temporary 
contract forms goes very quickly, as do the continuous steep rent 
increases and the increases of starting rents. Rules on security of 
tenure, rent ceilings and maintenance are in theory still strong, but in 
practice knowledge of these regulations is almost non-existent, and 
enforcement is so weak that the rules have become largely 
meaningless. 
In October 2020 ENHR member Carla Huisman succesfully defended 
her PhD thesis. 
 
2020, 215 p. ISBN - 
www.rug.nl/research/portal/nl/publications/insecure-
tenure(e4657d48-5398-4582-b17f-f0d400dd87f8).html  

 

 
 

 
LESSONS FROM BRITISH AND FRENCH NEW TOWNS: 
PARADISE LOST? 
By:David Fée, Bob Colenutt and Sabine Coady Schäbitz (Eds) 
 
This book explores the evolution of New Towns in France and the UK 
in a number of areas (governance, planning and heritage) and 
assess whether their legacy can inspire current planned settlements. 
It explores the evolution from several perspectives including public 
policy, sociology, geography and heritage. 
UK and French New Towns have many similarities in terms of the 
role of the national state in tackling urgent problems of housing and 
urban growth and in promoting innovative design and architecture. 
These innovative planned settlements have left a contested and 
complex legacy, but are once again on the political and urbanisation 
agenda in Europe, where a push for growth of housing and the desire 
for sustainability are the new drivers of urban planning and design.  
This book contrasts their evolution on both sides of the Channel and 
shows what can be learned about post war state planning and the 
future planning of new settlements. 
 
2020, 248 p., ISBN:978-18-3909-431-6, Emerald Publishing 
www.books.emeraldinsight.com/page/detail/Lessons-from-the-British-
and-French-New-Towns/?k=9781839094316  

 

 

http://www.rug.nl/research/portal/nl/publications/insecure-tenure(e4657d48-5398-4582-b17f-f0d400dd87f8).html
http://www.rug.nl/research/portal/nl/publications/insecure-tenure(e4657d48-5398-4582-b17f-f0d400dd87f8).html
http://www.books.emeraldinsight.com/page/detail/Lessons-from-the-British-and-French-New-Towns/?k=9781839094316
http://www.books.emeraldinsight.com/page/detail/Lessons-from-the-British-and-French-New-Towns/?k=9781839094316
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TRANSFORMING SOCIAL HOUSING. INTERNATIONAL 
PERSPECTIVES 
By Sasha Tsenkova (Ed.) 
 
This book explores the differences and similarities in housing policies 
and practices by focusing on social housing institutions and their 
ability to influence affordability and quality of housing. The focus is on 
private and not-for-profit provision in mixed-income developments 
supported through partnerships and a mix of policy instruments. 
The book brings together contributions by leading scholars on key 
debates affecting social housing in cities around the world. The 
international perspectives provide an interdisciplinary, robust 
overview of complex processes of change affecting people, places 
and homes. It is particularly well suited for students, scholars, 
policymakers and professionals interested in housing, urban planning 
and public policy.  
Editor and ENHR member Sasha Tsenkova is Professor of Planning 
at the University of Calgary (Canada).  
 
2020, 216 p., ISBN 978-03-6764-617-2, Routledge 
bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/understanding-affordability  

 

 

 
THE LAND BANK REVOLUTION: HOW OHIO’S COMMUNITIES 
FOUGHT BACK AGAINST THE FORECLOSURE CRISIS  
By Jim Rokakis and Gus Frangos  
 
An insiders’ view of how county land banks were taken to life in Ohio, 
beginning in Cuyahoga County, where that land bank since 2009 has 
demolished thousands of vacant, foreclosed houses and facilitated 
the rehabilitation of many more. It tells how funding was obtained 
through a variety of local, state and federal sources. 
 
2020, 166 p., ISBN 978-19-5084-323-7, Parafine Press 
www.amazon.com/Land-Bank-Revolution-Communities-
Foreclosure/dp/1950843238  

 

 
 

 
URBAN RENEWAL DECISION-MAKING IN CHINA: 
STAKEHOLDERS, PROCESS, AND SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT 
(dissertation) 
By Taozhi (Roger) Zhuang 
 
To meet the growing rigid demand of urban housing, urban renewal 
has played a significant role, which significantly promotes the urban 
prosperity in China. However, at the same time, many problems 
occurred through large-scale urban renewal projects. To avoid 
unintended consequences that occurred in urban renewal, how these 
decisions were made can be one key focus. To better achieve the 
goal of sustainability, this research deepens the understanding of 
urban renewal decision-making in China and contribute to 
recommend strategies to improve the system. The author determines 
a set of strategies for improving urban renewal decision-making in 
China by adopting the Analytic Network Process. The findings of this 
research add new knowledge on the exploration of the decision-
making of public projects and can be directly adopted by the authority 
in practice.  
Roger Zhuang, succesfully defended his doctoral thesis in October 
2020.  
 

 

 

https://bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/understanding-affordability
http://www.amazon.com/Land-Bank-Revolution-Communities-Foreclosure/dp/1950843238
http://www.amazon.com/Land-Bank-Revolution-Communities-Foreclosure/dp/1950843238
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2020, 202 p., ISBN: 978-94-6366-312-0, A+BE | Architecture and the 
Built Environment 
https://books.bk.tudelft.nl/index.php/press/catalog/book/769  

 
WEST EUROPEAN HOME OWNERSHIP SECTORS AND THE 
GLOBAL FINANCIAL CRISIS (dissertation) 
By Kees Dol 
The Global Financial Crisis (GFC) had a severe impact on West and 
South European economies. Against the background of strong GDP 
declines it is quite remarkable that European housing market 
indicators showed strong international variability. Whereas 
transaction levels in Germany and Belgium remained quite stable, 
transactions plummeted in the UK, the Netherlands, Ireland and 
Spain. Repossessions rapidly increased to well over 100,000 cases 
in the UK and Spain in the first years of the crisis, while in Ireland, 
Belgium and the Netherlands, approximately 10,000 owner-occupiers 
lost their homes. In Germany, repossession levels were actually on 
the decline after economic turmoil of the early 2000’s. The 
overarching objective of this thesis is to gain an improved 
understanding of factors that determine the impact of the Global 
Financial Crisis on national home ownership markets. A related 
objective is to find how societies in the most affected countries have 
responded to the problems. 
In November 2020 ENHR member Kees Dol, succesfully defended 
his doctoral thesis. 
 
2020, 180 p., ISBN: -
repository.tudelft.nl/islandora/object/uuid:a04fe58f-85b2-4592-9a1e-
42080b6863d1  

 
 

 

  

https://books.bk.tudelft.nl/index.php/press/catalog/book/769
https://repository.tudelft.nl/islandora/object/uuid:a04fe58f-85b2-4592-9a1e-42080b6863d1
https://repository.tudelft.nl/islandora/object/uuid:a04fe58f-85b2-4592-9a1e-42080b6863d1
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CALENDAR  
 

 
Send your information about interesting events to ENHR@tudelft.nl 
 
14 January 2021 (6:00 p.m. CET) 
12th International Workshop of the UNESCO Housing Chair: ‘Homeownership and 
possession: from expropriators to expropriated’  
The purpose of this virtual workshop is to discuss the limits on private homeownership set 
both by the State and by private parties through expropriation and illegal occupation. In 
particular, our three speakers Dr. Grzegorz Matusik (University of Silesia), Dr. Marc 
Roark  (Southern University Law Center) and Dr. Alessandro Dinisi (University of Pisa) 
will assess the nationalisation of real estate in the post-war period in Poland, the 
American eviction law and homelessness phenomenon, and the protection of de facto 
possession of housing in Italy during the COVID-19 era. The seminar is open and free of 
charge through this link.  
 
20 January 2021 
Webinar Housing and new technologies: New methodologies and paradigms in housing 
research 
Organised by the new WG Housing and New Technologies. 
Abstract deadline = 20 November 2020 (max. 300 words) 
Authors’ notification = 30 November 2020 
Email to Dr. Rosa M. Garcia-Teruel. 
Attendance is free of charge but you should register sending your name, forenames and email 
to Dr. Rosa M. Garcia-Teruel. 
 
20-21 January 2021 Cologne (Germany) 
Workshop Recent Trends in European Rental Market Regulation 
Hosted by the ENHR Working Groups 'Housing Finance' and 'Private Rented Markets' in 
cooperation with the German Economic Institute (IW - Institut der Deutschen Wirtschaft). 
Abstract submission = 31 August 2020 
Notification = 15 October 2020 at latest. 
Contact: Prof. Michael Voigtlaender 
Participation in the workshop is free of charge. 
Call for paper here. 
 
28-29 January 2021 
Online Workshop to share ideas, findings and discuss insights pertaining to housing, 
migration and family dynamics 
Organised by the Working Group Housing, Migration and Family Dynamics. 
Both qualitative and quantitative approaches are welcomed, although submissions should 
include at least some preliminary results or original theoretical arguments. The WG particularly 
invites contributions from early-career scholars, those with no institutional/project funding, and 
researchers who usually find it difficult to travel to international conferences. 
For more information and registration: WG Coordinator Isabel Palomares Linares. 
Pdf call here. 
Abstract submissions deadline = 20 November 2020. 
A more precise schedule, along with information about session formats and the web platform to 
be used, will be e-mailed to all participants once we know the final numbers involved. 
 
15-18 June 2021 
Third International Social Housing Festival 2021 
Subscribe to the festival newsletter to stay informed on news and get a notification when the 
festival program is released and registration opens. 

  

mailto:ENHR@tudelft.nl
https://tinyurl.com/y2v3o5k3%20More%20information:%20http:/housing.urv.cat/en/webinar-homeownership-and-possession/
mailto:rosamaria.garciat@urv.cat
mailto:voigtlaender@iwkoeln.de
http://ijhp.online/2020/05/12/call-for-papers-recent-trends-in-rental-market-regulation/
mailto:m.i.palomares@rug.nl
https://www.enhr.net/documents/WG%20Housing,%20Migration%20and%20Family%20Dynamics%20call%20for%20abstracts.pdf
https://ara.us10.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=9b5128259fcfe3520fdf7019a&id=ebbbfa1bcd
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30 August-2 September 2021, Nicosia (Cyprus) 
ENHR annual conference Unsettled settlements: Housing in unstable contexts  
More information will follow. 
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 WHO IS WHO? 

 

Coordination Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Boelhouwer (Chairman)  
The Netherlands 
 

Montserrat Pareja Eastaway  
(Vice Chairman) Spain 

Iván Tosics (Vice Chairman) 
Hungary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Stephens (Treasurer) 
United Kingdom 
 

Sergio Nasarre-Aznar (Secretary) 
Spain 

Claire Carriou 
France 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Darinka Czischke 
The Netherlands 
 

Paddy Gray 
Ireland 

Marietta Haffner 
The Netherlands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Hartig 
Sweden 
 

Lena Magnusson Turner 
Norway 
 

Jaana Nevalainen 
Finland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kath Scanlon 
United Kingdom 

Richard Sendi (contact person CC 
New Housing Researchers)  
Slovenia 

Catalina Turcu 
United Kingdom 

   
Ad hoc members   
   

 
 

 

Nadia Charalambous 
Organiser 2021 Conference 
Nicosia (Cyprus) 

Josep Maria Montaner 
Organiser 2022 Conference 
Barcelona (Spain) 

 

 
  



 European Network for Housing Research 
 

 

 

31 / ENHR Newsletter no. 4 – December 2020 

 

New members 

 

New individual 
members 

Institute Country Expertise 

Dimitra Siatitsa - Greece 

Housing and homelessness 
policy, urban and housing 
movements, collaborative 
housing, Southern Europe 

Paul Umfreville 
Technological University 
Dublin 

Ireland Planning, governance 

Audrey Courbebaisse LOCI Belgium Architecture 

Carola Fricke 

Freiburg University, 
Department for 
Environmental Social 
Sciences and Geography 

Germany 
Metropolitan regions, 
European Union, policy 
mobility 

Malgorzata Mader 
Lodz University of 
Technology, Architecture 
Institute 

Poland 
Cohousing, housing 
cooperatives 

Brice Genghis Daniel Rennes University France 
Social housing, European 
policies 

Aysegül Baghal Yildiz Technical University Turkey 
Urban design, urban 
transformation 

Somayyeh 
HaghRoosta 

Tarbiat Modares 
University 

Iran Urban and regional planning 

 

New associate institutional members City Country 

Aalto University, School of Arts, Design and 
Architecture 

Aalto Finland 
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Institutional and Associate Institutional Members  

Below you find their current addresses and contact persons of the ENHR Institutional Members. There is, 
however, room for more members. Visit www.enhr.net or contact the ENHR Office (ENHR@tudelft.nl) for 
institutional membership information.  
 
Institutional Members 
 
ALBANIA 
POLIS University, Department of Urban 

Planning and Management, Rr. Bylis, 
12, 1051, Tirana, ALBANIA. Contact: 
Elona Karafili 
www.universitetipolis.edu.al 

AUSTRALIA 
Australian Housing and Urban Research 

Institute, Level 1, 114 Flinders Street, 
3000,  Melbourne, Victoria, 
AUSTRALIA. Contact: Anthony 
Smeaton www.ahuri.edu.au  

Griffith University, Urban Research 
Program, 170 Kessels Road, 4111 
Nathan, AUSTRALIA. Contact: Judy 
Kraatz  www.griffith.edu.au 

AUSTRIA 
University of Vienna, Department of 

Sociology, Rooseveltplatz 2, 1090,  
Vienna, AUSTRIA. Contact: Kathrin 
Wagner www.soz.univie.ac.at  

Vienna University of Technology, Center 
of Public Finance and Infrastructure 
Policy, Department of Spatial Planning, 
Regelgasse 5, A-1040,  Vienna, 
AUSTRIA. Contact: Justin Kadi 
raum.tuwien.ac.at   

BELGIUM 
Hasselt University, Faculty of 

Architecture and Arts, Campus 
Diepenbeek, Agoralaan Building E, 
3590 Diepenbeek, Belgium. Contact: 
Jan Vanrie www.uhasselt.be/fac-
architectuur-en-kunst  

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Institute of Sociology, Academy of 

Sciences of the Czech Republic, Jilská 
1, 110 00,  Prague 1, CZECH 
REBUPLIC. Contact: Veronika 
Fronkova www.soc.cas.cz  

DENMARK 
Aalborg University Copenhagen, Danish 

Building Research Institute (SBi), 
Department of Town, Housing and 
Property, A.C. Meyers Vænge 15, 
2450, København SV, DENMARK. 
Contact: Rikke Skovgaard Nielsen 
www.sbi.dk  

Knowledge Centre for Housing 
Economics, Boligøkonomisk 
Videncenter, c/o Realdania, Jarmers 
Plads 2, 551,  Copenhagen V, 
DENMARK. Contact: Curt Liliegreen 
www.bvc.dk  

VIVE – The Danish Center for Social 
Science Research, Work and 
Inclusion, Herluf Trolles Gade 11, 
1052,  Copenhagen, DENMARK. 
Contact: Gunvor Christensen 
www.sfi.dk  

FINLAND 
Aalto University, School of Arts, Design 

and Architecture Department of 

Architecture, P.O. Box 31000, FI-
00076, Aalto ,FINLAND. Contact: 
Johanna Lilius  www.aalto.fi/en/school-
of-arts-design-and-architecture 

FRANCE 
Interdisciplinary Laboratory on 

Solidarities, Societies, Territories 
LISST (UTM-CNRS-EHESS) UMR 
5193 and Recherche Habitat-
Logement (REHAL), University of 
Toulouse – Le Mirail, Maison de la 
Recherche, 5 allées Antonio Machado, 
31058,  Toulouse Cedex 9, FRANCE. 
Contact: Christiane Thouzellier 
w3.lisst.univ-tlse2.fr and http://rehal.fr 

Lab’Urba, Cité Descartes – Bâtiment 
Bienvenüe, 14-20 boulevard Newton – 
Champs-sur-Marne, 77454 Marne-la-
Vallée cedex 2, France. Contact : 
Sabine Hermenault 
http://www.laburba.fr/  

GERMANY 
ILS-Research Institute for Regional and 

Urban Development GmbH, 
Brüderweg 22-24, 44135, Dortmund, 
GERMANY. Contact: Heike 
Hanhörster www.ils-forschung.de  

Institut der Deutschen Wirtschaft Köln, 
PO Box 101942, 50459 Cologne, 
GERMANY. Contact: Michael 
Voigtländer http://www.iwkoeln.de/en  

Leibniz Institute of Ecological and Urban 
Development (IOER), Weberplatz 1, 
01217,  Dresden, GERMANY. Contact: 
Andreas Blum www.ioer.de  

Institut Wohnen und Umwelt GmBH,: 
Rheinstrasse 65, 64295, Darmstadt, 
GERMANY. Contact: Martin Vache 
www.iwu.de 

Ruhr-University Bochum, Institute for 
Housing, Real Estate and Urban and 
Regional Development (InWIS), 
Springorumallee 5, 44795,  Bochum, 
GERMANY. Contact: Torsten Bölting 
www.inwis.de  

HUNGARY 
Metropolitan Research Institute, 

(Városkutatás Kft), Lónyay utca 34, III. 
21., 1093,  Budapest, HUNGARY. 
Contact: Iván Tosics www.mri.hu  

IRELAND 
University College Dublin, School of 

Social Policy, Social Work and Social 
Justice, Hanna Sheehy-Skeffington 
Building, Belfield, D04 N9Y1 Dublin, 
IRELAND. Contact: Michelle Norris 
http://www.ucd.ie/socialpolicyworkjusti
ce/ 

Economic and Social Research Institute, 
Economic Analysis Division, Sir John 
Rodgerson's Quay, 0000, Dublin, 
IRELAND. Contact: Conor O'Toole 
conor.otoole@esri.ie 

NORWAY 
Oslo and Akershus University College of 

Applied Sciences, HiOA, PO Box 4 St. 
Olavs plass, 0130 Oslo Norway. 
Contact: Hans Christian Sandlie 
www.hioa.no/eng  

PORTUGAL 
DINÂMIA-CET – Centro de estudos 

sobre a Mudança Socioeconómica e o 
Território, Av. das Forças Armadas, 
Ed. ISCTE-IUL, 1649-026, Lisbon 
PORTUGAL. Contact: Maria João 
Machado  dinamiacet.iscte-iul.pt/  

RUSSIA 
The Institute for Urban Economics, 20/1, 

Tverskaya street, 125009,  Moscow, 
RUSSIA. Contact: Nadezhda B. 
Kosareva www.urbaneconomics.ru  

SLOVENIA 
University of Ljubljana, Faculty for Social 

Sciences, Centre for Welfare Studies, 
Kardeljeva pl. 5, 1000,  Ljubljana, 
SLOVENIA. Contact: Srna Mandic 
www.fdv.uni-lj.si/English/Office_IC/  

Urban Planning Institute of the Republic 
of Slovenia, Trnovski pristan 2, 1127,  
Ljubljana, p.p. 4717, SLOVENIA. 
Contact: Richard Sendi www.uirs.si  

SPAIN 
Basque Research Institute for Housing 

(Observatorio Vasco de la Vivienda) 
Gobierno Vasco-Eusko Jaurlaritza – c/ 
Donostia-San Sebastian 1, 01010 
Vitoria-Gasteiz, SPAIN. Contact:  
Elena Sánchez Fernández 
www.euskadi.net/viviendaeuskadi   

Housing Chair, Rovira i Virgili University 
- Campus Catalunya, Housing Chair, 
Av. Catalunya 35, 43002 Tarragona, 
SPAIN. Contact: Sergio Nasarre Aznar 
http://housing.urv.cat/en/cover/   

University of Barcelona, Faculty of 
Economics and Business, Avinguda 
Diagonal, 696. 4a planta, 08034,  
Barcelona, SPAIN. Contact: 
Montserrat Pareja Estaway 
www.crit.ub.edu 

SWEDEN 
Lund University, The School of Social 

Work, Box 23, 221 00 Lund, SWEDEN. 
Contact: Marcus Knutagård. 
www.soch.lu.se  

Malmö University, Department of Urban 
Studies, 205 06,  Malmö, SWEDEN. 
Contact: Carina Listerborn 
www.mah.se  

Royal Institute of Technology (KTH), 
Department of Urban Planning and 
Environment, School of Architecture 
and the Built Environment, 100 44,  
Stockholm, SWEDEN. Contact: Tigran 
Haas www.kth.se/en/abe/om-
skolan/organisation/inst/som  

http://www.enhr.net/
mailto:ENHR@tudelft.nl
http://www.universitetipolis.edu.al/
http://www.ahuri.edu.au/
http://www.griffith.edu.au/
http://www.soz.univie.ac.at/
http://raum.tuwien.ac.at/
http://www.uhasselt.be/fac-architectuur-en-kunst
http://www.uhasselt.be/fac-architectuur-en-kunst
http://www.soc.cas.cz/
http://www.sbi.dk/
http://www.bvc.dk/
http://www.sfi.dk/
http://www.aalto.fi/en/school-of-arts-design-and-architecture
http://www.aalto.fi/en/school-of-arts-design-and-architecture
http://w3.lisst.univ-tlse2.fr/
http://rehal.fr/
http://www.laburba.fr/
http://www.ils-forschung.de/
http://www.iwkoeln.de/en
http://www.ioer.de/
http://www.inwis.de/
http://www.mri.hu/
http://www.ucd.ie/socialpolicyworkjustice/
http://www.ucd.ie/socialpolicyworkjustice/
mailto:conor.otoole@esri.ie
http://www.hioa.no/eng
http://dinamiacet.iscte-iul.pt/
http://www.urbaneconomics.ru/
http://www.fdv.uni-lj.si/English/Office_IC/
http://www.uirs.si/
http://www.euskadi.net/viviendaeuskadi
http://housing.urv.cat/en/cover/
http://www.crit.ub.edu/
http://www.soch.lu.se/
http://www.mah.se/
http://www.kth.se/en/abe/om-skolan/organisation/inst/som
http://www.kth.se/en/abe/om-skolan/organisation/inst/som
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Stockholm University, Department of 
Human Geography, Svante Arrhenius 
väg 8, 10691 Stockholm, SWEDEN. 
Contact: Eva Andersson 
www.humangeo.su.se/english/  

Umeå School of Business and 
Economics. Biblioteksgränd 6, SE-
90187,  Umeå, SWEDEN. Contact: 
Lars Lindbergh www.usbe.umu.se 

Uppsala University, Institute for Housing 
& Urban Research, Box 514, SE-
75120,  Uppsala, SWEDEN. Contact: 
Nils Hertting 
www.ibf.uu.se/index_eng.html  

SWITZERLAND 
ETH Wohnforum ETH CASE, Centre for 

Research on Architecture, Society & 
the Built Environment, , ETH 
Hönggerberg, HIL G65 1, 8093,  CH-
8093, SWITZERLAND. Contact: Marie 
Glaser  www.wohnforum.arch.ethz.ch  

THE NETHERLANDS 
Amsterdam Institute for Social Science 

Research (AISSR), PO Box 15629, 
1001 NC,  Amsterdam, THE 
NETHERLANDS. Contact: Puikang 
Chan http://aissr.uva.nl/  

Delft University of Technology, Faculty of 
Architecture and the Built Environment, 
OTB - Research for the Built 
Environment, PO Box 5043, 2600 GA,  
Delft, THE NETHERLANDS. Contact: 
Manja Stalman www.mbe.bk.tudelft.nl  

Institute for Housing and Urban 
Development Studies (IHS), PO Box 
1935, 3000 BX,  Rotterdam, THE 
NETHERLANDS. Contact: Maartje van 

Eerd & Alonso Ayala www.ihs.nl  
Netherlands Environmental Assessment 

Agency, (Planbureau voor de 
Leefomgeving (PBL)), PO Box 30314, 
2500 GH,  The Hague, THE 
NETHERLANDS. Contact: Frans 
Schilder www.pbl.nl  

TURKEY 
Istanbul Technical University, Faculty of 

Architecture, Housing Research & 
Education Centre (HREC), Taskisla 
No: 134-136, 34437,  Taksim-Istanbul, 
TURKEY. Contact: Yurdanur 
Dülgeroğlu www.hrec.itu.edu.tr 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Heriot-Watt University (The Urban 

Institute and I-SPHERE), Edinburgh, 
EH14 4AS, Scotland, United Kingdom. 
Contact: Jill McIntyre@hw.ac.uk 
https://www.hw.ac.uk/schools/energy-
geoscience-infrastructure-society/the-
urban-institute.htm and 
https://www.hw.ac.uk/schools/energy-
geoscience-infrastructure-
society/research/i-sphere.htm  

Housing Centre, BRE Environment, 
Bucknalls Lane, WD25 9XX,  Garston, 
Watford, Herts, UNITED KINGDOM. 
Contact: Jack Hulme www.bre.co.uk  

Oxford Brookes University, Department 
of Real Estate and Construction, Gibsy 
Lane, OX3 9BP,  Oxford, UNITED 
KINGDOM. Contact: Youngha Cho 
www.brookes.ac.uk  

Sheffield Hallam University, Centre for 
Regional Economic & Social 
Research, Pond St., S1 1WB,  

Sheffield, UNITED KINGDOM. 
Contact: Tom Archer 
www.shu.ac.uk/cresr/  

University of Birmingham, School of 
Social Policy, Muirhead Tower, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TT,  Birmingham, 
UNITED KINGDOM. Contact: Helen 
Harris 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/social
-policy/index.aspx  

University of Cambridge, Cambridge 
Centre for Housing & Planning 
Research, 19 Silver Street, CB3 9EP,  
Cambridge, UNITED KINGDOM. 
Contact: Gemma Burgess 
www.cchpr.landecon.cam.ac.uk  

University of Glasgow, Urban Studies, 
School of Social and Political Sciences, 
25, Bute Gardens, G12 8RS,  Glasgow, 
UNITED KINGDOM. Contact: Sabrina 
Grant  
http://www.gla.ac.uk/subjects/urbanstu
dies/ 

University of Lincoln, Policy Studies 
Research Centre, Brayford Pool, LN6 
7TS,  Lincoln, GREAT BRITAIN. 
Contact: Dr. Peter Somerville 
www.lincoln.ac.uk  

University of Stirling, Department of 
Applied Social Science, FK9 4LA,  
Stirling, UNITED KINGDOM. Contact: 
Isobel Anderson www.stir.ac.uk  

 

  

http://www.humangeo.su.se/english/
http://www.usbe.umu.se/
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http://www.wohnforum.arch.ethz.ch/
http://aissr.uva.nl/
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http://www.pbl.nl/
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https://www.hw.ac.uk/schools/energy-geoscience-infrastructure-society/the-urban-institute.htm
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http://www.brookes.ac.uk/
http://www.shu.ac.uk/cresr/
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/social-policy/index.aspx
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/social-policy/index.aspx
http://www.cchpr.landecon.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.gla.ac.uk/subjects/urbanstudies/
http://www.gla.ac.uk/subjects/urbanstudies/
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http://www.stir.ac.uk/
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ASSOCIATE INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS 
 
Associate Institute Members 
 

AUSTRIA 
Österreichischer Verband Gemeinnütziger 

Bauvereinigungen - Revisionsverband 
(GBV), Department of Housing Policy and 
Research, Bösendorferstraße 7, 1010, 
Vienna, AUSTRIA. Contact: Gerlinde 
Gutheil-Knopp-Kirchwald www.gbv.at 

BELGIUM 
EMF-ECBC, Rue de la Science 14, 1040,  

Brussels, BELGIUM. Contact: D.Westig 
www.hypo.org  

European Social Housing Obervatory, 
CECODHAS-European Liaison 
Committee, 18 Square de Meeus, 1050,  
Brussels, BELGIUM. Contact: Alice Pittini 
www.housingeurope.eu  

DENMARK 
Finance Denmark, Amaliegade 7, 1256 

Copenhagen K, DENMARK. Contact: 
Sandie Wrona www.finansdanmark.dk 

FINLAND 
Housing Finance and Development Centre 

of Finland, PL 30, 1514,  Lathi, FINLAND. 
Contact: Kaisi Hantula www.ara.fi  

Ministry of the Environment, Department of 
the Built Environment, PO Box 35, 00023,  
Government, FINLAND. Contact: Jaana 
Nevalainen www.environment.fi  

GERMANY 
Federal Institute for Research on Building, 

Urban Affairs & Spatial Development 
within the  Federal Office for Building and 
Regional Planning, Deichmanns Aue. 31-
37, 531797,  Bonn, GERMANY. Contact: 
Jonathan Franke www.bbsr.bund.de  

Institut Wohnen und Umwelt GmBH,: 
Rheinstrasse 65, 64295, Darmstadt, 
GERMANY. Contact: Martin Vache 
www.iwu.de  
IRELAND 

Department of Housing, Planning, 
Community & Local Government, 

Social Housing Policy & Rental Policy 
Division, Custom House, D01 W6X0 
Dublin 1, IRELAND. Contact: Caroline 
Timmons www.housing.gov.ie 

Dublin Region Homeless Executive, 
Dublin, City Council, Block 1, Floor 2, 
Civic Offices, Wood Quay, Dublin 8, 
IRELAND. Contact: Dáithi Downey 
www.homelessdublin.ie  

Housing and Sustainable Communities 
Agency, 53-54 Mount Street Upper, 
D02KT73, Dublin 2, IRELAND. Contact: 
David Silke www.housingagency.ie 

Residential Tenancies Board, 
Communication and Research 
Department, O'Connell Bridge House, 
D'Olier Street, D02 RR99, Dublin, 
Ireland. Contact: Brian Gallwey. 
https://www.rtb.ie/  

THRESHOLD, 21 Stoneybatter, Dublin 7, 
IRELAND. Contact: Aideen  Hayden 
www.threshold.ie  

MALTA 
Housing Authority Malta, Ministry for 

Family Children’s Rights and Social 
Solidarity, 15, Casa Floriani, Triq Pietro 
Floriani, FRN 1060, Floriana, MALTA. 
Contact: Leonid McKay 
https://housingauthority.gov.mt/en/Pag
es/default.aspx  

NORWAY 
The Ministry of Local Government and 

Modernisation, The Housing and 
Building Department, PO Box 8112 
DEP, 0032,  Oslo, NORWAY. Contact: 
Kjersti Halvorsrud 
www.regjeringen.no/kmd  

The Norwegian State Housing Bank, PO 
Box 824, 3007,  Drammen, NORWAY. 
Contact: Ingvild Fosse 
www.husbanken.no  

SLOVAK REPUBLIC 

Ministry of Transport, Construction and 
Regional Development of the Slovak 
Republic, Housing and Urban 
Development Policy Department, 
Námestie slobody č. 6, 810 05,  
Bratislava, SLOVAK REPUBLIC. 
Contact: Veronika Rehakova 
www.mindop.sk/index/index.php  
SPAIN 

Barcelona’s Municipal Institute of Housing 
and Renovation (IMHAB), Housing 
Department of Barcelona City Council, 
Dr. Aiguader, 36, 08003 Barcelona, 
SPAIN. Contact: Natalia Frers 
Teberobsky 
www.habitatge.barcelona/en/about-
us/municipal-institute-housing-
renovation  

Catalan Housing Agency (ADIGSA), Calle 
Diputación, 92, 08015,  Barcelona, 
SPAIN. Contact: Jordi Bosch 
www.agenciahabitatge.cat/wps/portal  

Institut D'estudis Regionals I 
Metropolitans Barcelona, Plaça De La 
Vila De Gracia 6 baixos, 08012, 
Barcelona, SPAIN, Contact: Anna 
Verges https://iermb.uab.cat/ca/  

SWEDEN 
International Union of Tenants, 

Norrlandsgatan 7, PO Box no. 7514, 
SE-103 92, Stockholm, SWEDEN. 
Contact: Annika Wahlberg www.iut.nu  

National Board of Housing, Building and 
Planning (Boverket , PO Box 534, 371 
23,  Karslkrona, SWEDEN. Contact: 
Olov Schultz www.boverket.se  
THE NETHERLANDS 

Amsterdamse Federatie van 
Woningcorporaties, Delflandlaan 4bg, 
1062 EB, Amsterdam, THE 
NETHERLANDS. Contact: Jeroen van 
der Veer www.afwc.nl  
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Working Groups and Coordinators 

Working Group Coordinators 

Collaborative Housing • Claire Carriou, University of Toulouse - Le Mirail, Interdisciplinary Laboratory on Solidarities, Societies, 
Territories LISST (UTM-CNRS-EHESS) UMR 5193 and Recherche Habitat-Logement (REHAL), France,  
claire.carriou@gmail.com    

• Darinka Czischke, Delft University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment, THE 
NETHERLANDS, D.K.Czischke@tudelft.nl 

• Richard Lang, Johannes Kepler University Linz, Institute of Innovation Management, Linz, AUSTRIA, 
richard.lang@jku.at 

• Henrik Larsen, Department of Human Geography, Lund University, SWEDEN, 
henrik_gutzon.larsen@keg.lu.se  

Comparative Housing 

Policy 

• Marja Elsinga, Delft University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment, OTB - 
Research for the Built Environment, THE NETHERLANDS, M.G.Elsinga@tudelft.nl   

• Michelle Norris, School of Applied Social Science, University College Dublin, IRELAND, 
michelle.norris@ucd.ie 

• Mark Stephens, Heriot-Watt University, UNITED KINGDOM, m.stephens@hw.ac.uk   

Disadvantaged Urban 

Neighbourhoods and 

Communities 

• Eva Andersson, Stockholm University, Department of Human Geography, SWEDEN, 
eva.andersson@humangeo.su.se  

• Mark Livingston, University of Glasgow, Urban Studies, School of Social and Political Sciences, GREAT 
BRITAIN, m.livingston@lbss.gla.ac.uk  

East European 

Housing  

& Urban Policy 

• Richard Sendi, Urban Planning Institute of the Republic of Slovenia, SLOVENIA, Richards@uirs.si   
• Sasha Tsenkova, International Development, University of Calgary, CANADA, tsenkova@ucalgary.ca  

Energy Efficiency and 

Environmental 

Sustainability of 

Housing 

• Ebru Ergöz Karahan, Ozyegin University, TURKEY, eergoz@gmail.com  
• Catalina Turcu, University College London, Bartlett School of Planning, UNITED KINGDOM, 

catalina.turcu@ucl.ac.uk  
• Henk Visscher, Delft University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment, OTB - 

Research for the Built Environment,  THE NETHERLANDS. h.j.visscher@tudelft.nl  

Home Ownership and 

Globalisation 

• Caroline Dewilde, University of Tilburg, Department of Sociology, THE NETHERLANDS. 
c.l.dewilde@uvt.nl   

• Justin Kadi, Vienna University of Technology, Centre for Public Finance and Infrastructure Policy, 
AUSTRIA. Justin.kadi@tuwien.ac.at  

• Richard Ronald, Department of Geography, Planning and International Development Studies, University 
of Amsterdam, THE NETHERLANDS. R.Ronald@uva.nl 

Housing, Migration 
and Family Dynamics 
(Since January 2019. 
Previously Housing and 
Family Dynamics) 

• Rory Coulter, University of Cambridge, Department of Sociology, UNITED KINGDOM. rcc46@cam.ac.uk 
• Tomáš Samec, Institute of Sociology of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, CZECH 

REPUBLIC tomas.samec@soc.cas.cz   
• Michael Thomas, University of Groningen, Faculty of Spatial Sciences, THE NETHERLANDS. 

m.j.thomas@rug.nl  
• Isabel Palomares Linares, University of Groningen, Faculty of Spatial Sciences, THE NETHERLANDS.  

m.i.palomares@rug.nl. 

Housing & Living 
Conditions  
of Ageing Populations 

• Marianne Abramsson, Stockholm University, Department of Human Geography, SWEDEN. 
marianne.abramsson@humangeo.su.se 

• Blanca Deusdad, Rovira i Virgili University, SPAIN. blanca.deusdad@urv.cat 

Housing Economics • Michael Ball, Department of Real Estate & Planning, University of Reading Business School, GREAT 
BRITAIN. m.ball@henley.reading.ac.uk 

• Viggo Nordvik, NOVA – Norwegian Social Research, NORWAY. vnord@oslomet.no   

Housing Finance • Andreja Cirman, University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Economics, SLOVENIA. andreja.cirman@ef.uni-lj.si  
• Michael Voigtländer, Institut der Deutschen Wirtschaft Köln, GERMANY. voigtlaender@iwkoeln.de   

Housing in 

Developing Countries 

• Claudio Acioly Jr., United Nations Human Settlements Programme, Un-Habitat, KENYA. 
claudio.acioly@unhabitat.org  

• Isobel Anderson, University of Sterling, Dept. of Aplied Social Science, GREAT BRITAIN. 
isobel.anderson@stir.ac.uk 

• Yurdanur Dügleroğlu (contact person), Faculty of Architecture, Istanbul Technical University, TURKEY. 
yukselyu@itu.edu.tr 

• Gülden Erkut, Istanbul Technical University, Faculty of Architecture, Urban and Regional Planning, 
TURKEY. gerkut@itu.edu.tr  

• Kosta Mathéy, PAR/TUD, GERMANY. kmathey@aol.com  

Housing Law 

 

• Maria Olinda Garcia, Coimbra University, Faculty of Law, PORTUGAL. ogarcia@fd.uc.pt  
• Padraic Kenna, National University of Ireland, Centre for Housing Law, Rights and Policy, School of Law, 

IRELAND. Padraic.kenna@nuigalway.ie  
• Michel Vols, University of Groningen, Faculty of Law and Hounours College, THE NETHERLANDS.  

m.vols@rug.nl  

Land Markets and 

Housing Policy 

• Willem Korthals Altes, Delft University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment, 
OTB - Research for the Built Environment, THE NETHERLANDS. W.K.KorthalsAltes@tudelft.nl  

• Berit Nordahl, NIBR, NORWAY. Berit-Irene.Nordahl@oslomet.no   
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Metropolitan 

Dynamics: Urban 

Change, Markets and 

Governance 

• Christiane Thouzellier, University of Toulouse, FRANCE, cthouzel@univ-tlse2.fr   
• Iván Tosics, Metropolitan Research Institute, Budapest, HUNGARY. tosics@mri.hu  

Minority Ethnic 

Groups  

and Housing 

• Gideon Bolt, Urban and Regional Research Centre Utrecht, Faculty of Geosciences, Utrecht University, 
THE NETHERLANDS. g.s.bolt@uu.nl 

• Rikke Skovgaard Nielsen, Aalborg University Copenhagen, Danish Building Research Institute (SBi), 
DENMARK. rsn@sbi.aau.dk 

Policy and Research • Jaana Nevalainen, Ministry of Environment, Housing and Building Department, FINLAND. 
Jaana.Nevalainen@ym.fi  

• Steffen Wetzstein, Brandt School of Public Policy/University of Erfurt, GERMANY, 
steffen.wetzstein@uni-erfurt.de  

Private Rented 

Markets 

• Aideen Hayden, University College Dublin, IRELAND. aideenhayden@gmail.com 
• Paddy Gray, University of Ulster, Centre for Research in Property, School of the Built Environment, 

NORTHERN IRELAND, pf.gray@ulster.ac.uk  

Research on 
residential 
Architectural and 
People 
 

• Birgit Jürgenhake, Delft University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment, THE 
NETHERLANDS. b.jurgenhake@tudelft.nl  

• Maja Lorbek, Vienna University of Technology, Department of Housing and Design, AUSTRIA. 
maja.lorbek@tuwien.ac.at  

• Ahsen Ozsoy, Istanbul Technical University; Faculty of Architecture, TURKEY. ozsoya@itu.edu.tr 

Residential Context of 

Health  

• Emma Baker, School of Architecture and Built Environment, University of Adelaide, AUSTRALIA. 
emma.baker@adelaide.edu.au  

• Terry Hartig, Institute for Housing & Urban Research, Uppsala University, SWEDEN. 
terry.hartig@ibf.uu.se  

Residential 

Environments and 

People 

• Jana Zdrahalova, Czech Technical University, Faculty of Architecture, CZECH REPUBLIC. 
zdrahjan@fa.cvut.cz 

• Hélène Bélanger, Département d’études urbaines et touristiques, Ècole des Sciences de la Gestion, 
Université du Québec à Montréal, CANADA. belanger.helene@uqam.ca  

Social Housing  

and Globalization 

• Claire Levy-Vroelant, Université de Paris. FRANCE. clevyvroelant@gmail.com  
• Christoph Reinprecht, University of Vienna, Institute for Sociology, AUSTRIA. 

christoph.reinprecht@univie.ac.at  
• Sasha Tsenkova, International Development, University of Calgary, CANADA. tsenkova@ucalgary.ca 

Social Housing: 

Institutions, 

Organisations and 

Governance 

• Anita Blessing, European Federation for Living (EFL), THE NETHERLANDS. ablessing@ef-l.eu 
• Gerard van Bortel, Delft University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment, 

THE NETHERLANDS. g.a.vanBortel@tudelft.nl  
• Nicky Morrison, University of Cambridge, UNITED KINGDOM. nm10001@cam.ac.uk  
• Marco Peverini, Politecnico di Milano, ITALY. marco.peverini@polimi.it   

Southern European 

Housing 

• Thorsten Heitkamp, TU Dortmund University, GERMANY, thorsten.heitkamp@udo.edu  
• Sandra Marques Pereira, DINÂMIA'CET/ ISCTE-IUL- Instituto Universitário de Lisboa, PORTUGAL 

s.marquespereira11@gmail.com / ssgmp@iscte.pt 
• Dimitra Siatitsa, Harokopeio University, GREECE, dimisiat@gmail.com  
• Héctor Simón-Moreno, University Rovira I Virgili, SPAIN, hector.simon@urv.cat   

Towards Sustainable 

Communities and 

Housing: Actors, 

Interventions and 

Solutions 

• Jesper Ole Jensen, Danish Building Research Institute (SBi), Department of Town, Housing and 
Property, Aalborg University Copenhagen, DENMARK. joj@sbi.aau.dk 

• Montserrat Pareja-Eastaway, Departament de Teoria Economica, Escola d’Empresarials, Universitat de 
Barcelona, SPAIN. mpareja@ub.edu  

• Nessa Winston, University College Dublin, School of Applied Social Science, IRELAND, 
nessa.winston@ucd.ie  

Welfare Policy, 

Homelessness,  

and Social Exclusion 

• Evelyn Dyb, Norwegian Institute for Urban & Regional Research (NIBR), NORWAY. 
evelyn.dyb@oslomet.no  

• Joe Finnerty, Dept. of Applied Social Studies, Housing Research Project, University College, IRELAND. 
j.finnerty@ucc.ie  

• Magdalena Mostowska, University of Warsaw, POLAND. mmostowska@uw.edu.pl  
• Yoshihiro Okamoto, Chukyo University, School of Business and Public Policies, JAPAN. 

yokamoto@mecl.chukyo-u.ac.jp   
  

WG in preparation  

Housing and New 

Technologies (2020) 

• Michel Vols, University of Groningen. THE NETHERLANDS. m.vols@rug.nl  
• Rosa Garcia-Teruel, UNESCO Housing Chair. Rovira i Virgili University. Spain. 

rosamaria.garciat@urv.cat  

Housing and 

Refugees (2017) 

• Jennifer Duyne Barenstein, ETH Wohnforum ETH CASE, Centre for Research on Architecture, Society, 
SWITZERLAND, duyne@arch.ethz.ch  

• Silvia Mugnano, Università degli Studi di Milano Bicocca, Dipartimento di Sociologia e Ricerca Sociale, 
ITALY, silvia.mugnano@unimib.it  

• Eli Støa, Department of Architectural Design & Management, Norwegian University of Science & 
Technology, NORWAY. eli.stoa@ntnu.no 
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New Housing 

Researchers 

Colloquium 

Coordination Committee Contact Person 

• Richard Sendi, Urban Planning Institute. SLOVENIA richards@uirs.si  
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ENHR’s cooperations 

Sister organisations 

 
 

Asian Pacific Network for Housing Research (APNHR) 
fac.arch.hku.hk/upad/apnhr 

 

Partners (signed Memorandum of Understanding) 

 
 

European Federation for Living (EFL) 
www.ef-l.eu 

 

 

Housing Studies Association (HSA) 
housing-studies-association.org  

 
 
 

 

 
Urban Affairs Association (UAA) 

urbanaffairsassociation.org/ 
 

ENHR supports          ENHR is member of 

 
 

Critical Housing Analysis 
www.housing-critical.com  

 

 
 

European Housing Forum 
www.europeanhousingforum.eu/  
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINES  
This newsletter is sent to members of the ENHR, institutions as well as individuals.  
If you are not a member of ENHR, please visit www.enhr.net/join.php to join ENHR.  
 
The next newsletter will be distributed in February 2021.  
  
Publication schedule: 
February – May – September – December  
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